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Welcome back to a new academic year. We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead. The start of a new academic year is 
always important for your children. There is always excitement, anxiety and some apprehension about what their new teacher 
will be like and about what the expectations of the new year will be. We hope that the children will see the year as one in which 
to improve their work to the best of their ability and to take pride in everything they do. As well as hard work and effort, we are 
sure we will have a year full of fun together.  
 
The children have returned looking very smart in their uniforms and have already settled into school routines, thank you for 
your support in ensuring the children are in full school uniform. Just one small plea - please ensure that all uniform (including 
P.E. kits) are fully named. There were 64 uniform items in lost property at the end of last term. None of them named! 
 
We welcome Miss Flynn, who will be covering Little Owls class along with Mrs Trail and Mrs Gerrard this year. 
We have included in this Newsletter the Diary dates we currently have up to the end of the Autumn term. 
 
Please continue to read our Newsletters – where we share and celebrate what has happened and what will be happening. 
  

PARENTS INFORMATION EVENING 
On Wednesday 2nd October 2019 we shall be holding information evenings for the new classes at 3:45pm and 5:30pm. Prior to 
meeting in in classes, there will be a general information sharing session, where we shall outline our new school values, as 
detailed below. 

OUR VALUES 
Marshside Primary School is a partnership of pupils, parents, staff and governors who aim to encourage everyone to:  

Honesty Empathy and 
tolerance 

Achieve and Aspire Respect Thrive 

Speak and act 
truthfully. 

Live comfortably with 
difference where 

views are expressed 
with courtesy. 

Engage in a stretching 
curriculum enabling 
full potential to be 

reached. 
A ‘can do’ attitude. 

Demonstrate 
mutual respect in all 
relationships, in our 

school, local and 
global community. 

Develop self-
confidence, 
motivation, 

interdependence and 
personal 

growth….’Even better 
if…? 

 

 
HIGH SCHOOL OPEN DAYS 

Y6 and Y5 have already received visits from Birkdale, Greenbank and Stanley High schools, as they hold their open evenings in 
the next couple of weeks. We often are asked about the high schools, but we feel that the best test is to visit the open evenings. 
If you are unable to do this, please contact them directly.  
The closing date for applications to high schools is 31st October 2019 (During half-term). Further information can be found at: 
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/schools-learning/school-admissions.aspx 
Dates and times for the open days can be found at the relevant high school website. 
 

ADMISSION TO PRIMARY SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2020 
As we start this academic year, we also look forward to next year. Applications for admissions to primary schools has now 
opened.  
The closing date for applications to primary schools is 15th January 2020.Further information can be found at: 
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/schools-learning/school-admissions.aspx 
If you have a child that is due to start next September, an online application must be made even if they have an older sibling in 
school. We take prospective parents round on an individual basis, so if you know of anyone with a child due to start next year, 
then please let them know. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
We will be issuing out forms today to update contact and health information, these are yellow sheets.  Please return these to 
school by Friday 13th September.  
 

VOLUNTEERS 
Parents, Grandparents and others who volunteer to support the teachers and children are very important to us and make a 
positive contribution to children’s confidence and enjoyment in school. If you have previously supported us in this way or would 
like to do so this year please contact Mrs Edge or Ms Squires in the school office. No amount of time is too small. 
 

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES 
w/c  Golden values 

Honesty: Speak and act truthfully 
Positive learning certificate 

(numbers = Year group; letter = statement) 

9.09.19 Doing what is right. Team worker: Children who work together; 1a; 2a; 
3a; 4d; 5a; 6b 

16.09.19  Being truthful to others. Self manager: Children who persevere. 

23.09.19 Being truthful to ourselves. Reflective learner: Children who approach challenges 
positively. 

30.09.19 None 

7.10.19 Being someone others can trust Independent enquirers: Children who ask questions 
to solve a problem. 

14.10.19 Children’s choice Creative thinkers – Try out alternative ideas or do 
new things. 

21.10.19 NONE 
 

 
DINNER MONEY 

The price of a school dinner is £2.30 a day or £11.50 per week. 
 Please make sure the correct money is in a sealed envelope with child’s full name & amount enclosed. Any cheques should be 
made payable to “Sefton MBC”.  
Please hand this into the class teacher on Monday mornings (NOT the school office please!).  
It is important that dinner money is paid weekly. Should payments fall behind, then we will contact you to arrange payment.  
Universal Free school meals. This includes children in Reception Class, Year 1 and Year 2. Although they receive a Free School 
Meal, in order to benefit from additional funding it is important that we register your child. 
If you think you may be entitled to these please collect a form from the office or apply on line at www.direct.gov.uk or contact 
the pupil support department on 0151-934-3456. 
 

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY 
Our attendance for the end of the last academic year was 94.8% This is below our target of 97%. We continually work to 
improve this figure and have asked Sefton’s Attendance and Welfare team to support us.  
If a child is unwell they need to be at home and we understand this. Contact MUST be made on the first day of absence with the 
reason for the absence given and possible date of return given.  
However, we check previous attendance figures. Attendance of 90% and below will be discussed with Sefton’s Attendance and 
Welfare team. 
 
Below is an illustration of the average time lost due to absence. 

% attendance 
Weeks and days lost in 1 

year Time lost over time at primary school 

  In weeks In terms 
100% 0 0 0 
95% 1 week 4 days 12 weeks 1 term 
90% 3 weeks 4 days 26 weeks Over half a year 
85% 5 weeks 3 days 39 weeks Almost 1 year 
80% 7 weeks 3 days 53 weeks 1 year and 1 term 

 
Punctuality – doors open at 8:45am and the register is taken at 8:55am – with a range of activities for the children to undertake 
during this time. Please help your children make a great start to the school day by being on time. 
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HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME 
Please note that as a school we are unable to authorise leave of absence during term unless it is for exceptional circumstances. 
Our attendance policy outlines this, with Appendix 5 outlining the expectations. You can find this policy at: 
https://www.marshsideprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Attendance-next-Sept-17-2.pdf 
or via Marshside Primary school website under policies. Any request for leave of absence must be made as soon as possible on 
the appropriate form. Copies can be collected at the School Office. 
 

NON-UNIFORM DAYS 
We shall be having a monthly non-uniform day. For a donation of £1 the children can come into school in their own clothes 
(school appropriate) – but NOT dressing up outfits. The days will be the last Friday in the month or the nearest day to that. 
These days will also be co-ordinated with the PFA and other days e.g. Children in Need. Money raised will help support the 
charities that the children pick for this year.  
 

SEPTEMBER 
Wed 11th Little Owls start full time 

Attendance Officer in school 
Ukulele lessons start – to be confirmed 

Thurs 12th  Cricket coaching Y6 1-2pm; Y5 2:15 – 3:15pm = 1 Miss Gordon and Miss Hornby 
Tues 17th  Tempest individual photos 
Wed 18th  Y6 curriculum day 9:30am – 2:30pm Miss Gordon 
Thurs 19th Cricket coaching Y6 1-2pm; Y5 2:15 – 3:15pm = 2 Miss Gordon and Miss Hornby 
Mon 23rd  4pm Football match Stanley 
Thurs 26th Cricket coaching Y6 1-2pm; Y5 2:15 – 3:15pm = 3 Miss Gordon and Miss Hornby 
Fri 27th  Non-uniform day 

OCTOBER 
Wed 2nd 9:30am Harvest run through 

Whole school parents’ information evening 3:45pm and 5:30pm 
Little Owls parents’ information evening 6pm – 7pm Miss Flynn and Mrs Trail 

Thurs 3rd  Harvest am + pm 
Cricket coaching Y6 1-2pm; Y5 2:15 – 3:15pm = 4 Miss Gordon and Miss Hornby (Cancelled) 

Thurs 10th  Cricket coaching Y6 1-2pm; Y5 2:15 – 3:15pm = 5 Miss Gordon and Miss Hornby 
Mon 14th  Y6 health questionnaire Miss Gordon and Diane Chapman 
Thurs 17th  Cricket coaching Y6 1-2pm; Y5 2:15 – 3:15pm = 6 Miss Gordon and Miss Hornby 

4pm Football match Stanley Mrs Hilbert 
Thurs 24th  Non-uniform day 
Fri 25th  INSET 

NOVEMBER 
Mon 4th  INSET 
Thurs 7th  Ninja warrior day – Growth Mindset Mrs Hilbert 
Mon 11th  11:00am Remembrance Service Mrs Hall  

Start of Anti-bullying week: Change starts with me. 
Fri 15th  Children in Need – Non-uniform day 
Tues 19th  3:30pm Sefton Active Cook and Eat club = 1 Mrs Hilbert 
Wed 20th  Y4 curriculum day Stanley Miss White 
Tues 26th  3:30pm Sefton Active Cook and Eat club = 2 Mrs Hilbert 

DECEMBER 
Tues 3rd  3:30pm Sefton Active Cook and Eat club =3 Mrs Hilbert 
Tues 10th  Whole school (children) flu immunisations 

3:30pm Sefton Active Cook and Eat club = 4 Mrs Hilbert 
Wed 11th  Christmas lunch – To be confirmed 
Fri 13th Nativity dress rehearsal 
Mon 16th 2:30pm Nativity 

6:30pm Nativity 
Tues 17th  9:30am Nativity 
Fri 20th  Non-uniform day  

Last day – Finish 2:15pm: OoHC finish 4:15pm 
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We have sent home paper copies to all families today only. The next Newsletter will be sent via Parentmail. If you have a 
Parentmail account, please will you check your contact details are correct. Many thanks. Families without an e-mail will continue 

to receive paper copies although we actively encourage registration.  


