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Current School Operation          
 

Dear all, 
You will all of course be very aware of the unique circumstances we are in as country and for our school. 
 
I wanted to write to you to share some thoughts and to confirm our approach and commitments for the near 
future. 
 
On Friday I was blown away by the letter the team at school sent home. I thought it set a delightful tone 
about the situation and helped us all focus on the most important things for our children in the weeks 
ahead. This letter could not have been a better embodiment of the values we hold to as school. 
 
Honesty  
Empathy & tolerance  
Achieve & Aspire  
Respect 
Thrive  
 
I was so proud of this letter that I shared it on the ‘Stand up for Southport’ Facebook page. It struck a chord 
with many people, so I wanted to share with you some of the comments people made. 
 
“Had a stressful day teaching fractions and art so this struck home. Take my foot of the gas I think. Thanks 
for sharing.” 
“Amazing school, the letter brought a tear to my eye.” 
“This is a wonderful letter, well done to Mrs Hall and all the teachers, and everyone who helps make this a 
great school.” 
“I walk my dog past your school. Even in troubled times it is so lovely to go at playtime and listen to the 
laughter of the children…” 
“I have to say that Marshside Primary is the best…… excelled in everything… a fun and exciting 
environment to be in…” 
“What a great sensible letter. It could be for the wider community….” 
 
This has been an extremely challenging time for the school staff, where they had very little notice; little 
detail from government and continuing strong desire to do the best for everyone. Governors have been 
extremely impressed with how the school has dealt with everything that has been ‘thrown at it’. 
 
In the weeks ahead it is imperative that we all follow the government guidance. No matter who we are we 
should only be sending our children to school if we have no other appropriate alternative, and meet the 
other criteria the government have set out. 
 
How the school works will now change during this partial closure. However, I can promise that what won’t 
ever change are the values we have and desire to be seen and felt by all as the ‘small school, with a big 
heart and big ambitions.’ 
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I do though need to be straight with you. It’s entirely plausible that in the weeks ahead more staff will be 
absent from work. Should this be the case it may mean our capacity within the school may have to further 
reduce during this partial closure. 
 
Myself and the other governors will, as always, work closely with the school to support and help them 
through this period; to see how we can use it to achieve other important improvements that wouldn’t 
normally be possible; to see how the school can continue to provide support for those children not in 
school; and to plan for when all the children return to the school. 
 
Embarking on home schooling is a pretty scary prospect for me and I’m sure for many of you. I came 
across this short article today which you may also find helpful along with Kath’s letter. 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/23/let-your-kids-get-bored-emergency-advice-from-
teachers-on-schooling-at-home 
 
If at any time you have any queries please do call or email the school and they will as always be very 
happy to help. 
 
Best wishes to you and your family at this time. 
 
Regards 

 
 
Andy Brown, Chair of Governors 
browna@marshside.sefton.school, 07771 505223 
 
 


