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14th May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope this email finds you and your family well, and that you are managing to stay safe. You are receiving 
this letter as you currently have a child in one of the year groups identified by the government, Reception, 
Y1 and Y6, in Sunday’s briefing. 
 
To help us plan, I would be grateful if you could complete a survey by clicking on the following link.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RH6V2BP 
 
We ask that you complete the survey by Monday 18th May 2020. Please note this has been sent to you as 
because you are a parent of a child / children in Reception, Y1 and Y6.  
 
Before we make any firm decisions, we need to know your intentions in regard to sending your children to 
school IF school re-opens after 1st June. This will enable us to plan staffing and timetables. 
I would like to share a few details of the steps we will be putting into place, to try and reduce the risk of 
spreading the Covid-19 infection. However please be aware that this will be reviewed and updated 
regularly. 
 
How will we minimise the risk to children? 
There are important actions that we will need to implement to ensure effective infection protection and 
control. These include: 

• Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell; 
• Cleaning hands more often than usual; 
• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene – promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach; 
• Minimising contact and mixing by altering as much as possible the environment. 

The government say that no more than 15 children are allowed in any room at any time. They should be 
with 1 teacher (and 1 TA, if needed).  The guidance states that groups of children must NOT mix together 
or come into contact. This will mean that we will need to stagger breaks, potentially stagger drop off and 
pick up times and develop systems for toileting. Lunch would have to be eaten in classrooms. We would 
not anticipate school operating as it did before lockdown. Classes will be led by teachers and teaching 
assistants and children will not necessarily have their usual class teacher or teaching assistant. 
The guidance recognises the difficulties of 2m social distancing in a primary school, and we are awaiting 
further clarification on this. We all know the reality is that it is impossible for children to do this, particularly 
at the younger age, but I know that our staff will try their very best to support all children with this. 
Strict protocols will be implemented, which everyone in school and those bringing children to school MUST 
follow. 
 
Is there an expectation that PPE be in use in school? 
The guidance is clear that PPE should not be worn in school by staff or children. However we may have to 
consider staff wearing them for administering intimate care (i.e. should they need to change a child) or 
administering first aid.   
 
What if my child is clinically vulnerable or a member of our family is? 
The child should not attend school. 
The guidance is a little confusing at this point because it states that if a child lives with someone who is 
extremely clinically vulnerable they should NOT come in but if they live with someone who is just clinically 
vulnerable they should come in. Quite simply, we are not prepared to play with the lives of family members 
over a definition so the children should stay at home.  
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What will happen if I refuse to send my child in? 
The short answer is nothing. Whilst attendance registers will need to be completed, schools will not be held 
to account and parents across England will not be fined. We will do everything we can, as we have done 
already, to ensure the school is as safe as it can be given the constraints of the building, systems for 
hygiene and public health are followed whilst having the mental health and well-being of the children and 
staff at the forefront of what we do.  If you wish to keep your child at home, that is completely 
understandable and I respect your decision. 
 
Whilst these are a few details of our intentions, there is much going on in preparation for a possible partial 
re-opening, but children’s, staff and everyone’s families safety, is our priority. However, we cannot 
guarantee that we can protect our staff or children from the Covid-19 virus. 
 
For your information I include the link to the government guidance for parents  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
Please note all information in this letter reflects the latest guidance.  
 
Once we have received and looked at the responses from the survey we will be back in touch. Thank you 
for your anticipated support, as this is incredibly difficult for school and our focus must be on the safety of 
all concerned.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Mrs K. Hall 
Headteacher 
 
 


