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8th June 2020 
Dear Parents,  
 
Before half-term I wrote to you outlining the conditional plan for a possible phased re-opening of school 
from 15th June. At the start of last week staff contacted all parents in the eligible year groups and asked 
what their intention would be should a place be offered.  
 
However, over the weekend the Office of National Statistics released that the R rating has risen, and 
remains over the critical value of 1 in the north west, which is a cause for concern. Also, Public Health 
England have stated that the north west has the highest rate of Covid-19 infections in England and the Test 
and Trace programme is still not fully operational. Therefore, we are not confident that adjustments to the 
current measures of the lockdown policy will not risk a second peak of infections locally. We have also 
been notified this morning that Sefton will be holding a strategic meeting tomorrow to discuss the situation.  
 
So, having considered this current information carefully, and despite the excellent work undertaken to plan 
for a re-opening, we will delay any confirmation in regards to a possible phased re-opening to children in 
other year groups, until we receive feedback from that meeting. We will inform you as soon as possible, but 
this will not be before Wednesday 10th June. 
 
All government, Public Health and Local authority guidance has been considered and a comprehensive risk 
assessment has been carried out to ensure that we have put into place all the necessary changes to our 
school to make us Covid secure. This risk assessment has been approved by the Governing Body and is 
relevant for our school. I understand that other schools may take a different approach.  
 
Our actions throughout this time continues to ensure that we keep children and staff safe as our utmost 
priority. This includes:  

• Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell, whether Covid symptomatic or not;  
• Cleaning hands more often than usual;  
• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene;  
• Cleaning frequently touched surfaces;  
• Minimise contact and mixing by altering as much as possible, the environment and timetables;  
• Challenging behaviours or information which puts any members of the school community at risk, or 

is not supportive of Government advice 

Year groups re-opening. 
In line with this detailed risk assessment we have had to prioritise the year groups we can safely 
accommodate. The children of key workers are able to continue with their current provision from Monday 
to Friday, although they are now in separate classrooms. Due to the number of key worker children we 
have to provide provision for, we are unable to bring back all three-year groups as suggested by the 
government as we do not have the staffing capacity to meet all safety requirements as described by 
government guidelines. Therefore, if we do re-open to additional year groups, it will only be Reception and 
Y6 for 4 days. We are NOT able to accommodate Y1 children, but will review this as guidance, staffing and 
space allows.  
 
I would like nothing more than to have all of our children back in school but given the current situation, the 
risk is too high and the safety of our children, staff and families is, and has always been, our main priority. 
We recognise this is frustrating for everyone, but due to the everchanging situation with daily information 
updates from all public bodies, we cannot guarantee the re-opening of school or give you firm dates for this. 
Please be reassured that we are working and managing any updates as soon as we receive them. 

 
We will only allow school to re-open for more children when it is safe for us to do so.  
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I have posted, on the website, photographs of some of the classrooms to show how they look following the 
guidance we have received. This is under: Current closure: School adjustments to make Covid secure. 
We hope the above measures that we are implementing reassure you that, as always, we have the 
children’s, staff and families safety as a priority. However, we cannot guarantee that we can protect our 
staff or children from COVID-19.  
 
In this challenging time, we recommend that everyone continue to follow the government advice of staying 
alert by:  

• Staying at home as much as possible; 
• Working from home if you can; 
• Limit contact with other people; 
• Keep a 2m distance from other people; 
• Wash your hands regularly.  

We have had to make lots of difficult decisions, which we know do not always please or have been exactly 
right for everyone concerned. The enormity of the impact of this virus cannot be under-estimated along with 
the pressure this has placed on us all. Please be re-assured that we will continue to work tirelessly, in what 
is a fast-evolving situation, for the safety of your children, staff and the wider community. By working 
together, we can make the school as Covid secure as possible.   
 
We would like to express our gratitude for your understanding and patience, as this process has taken a 
great deal of time and careful consideration. 
Take care and continue to stay safe.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Mrs K. Hall 
Headteacher 
 
 


