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The government and local authority recognise that all schools are different and have individual issues that 
need to be addressed at school level and have therefore allowed the school to use the guidance and make 
decisions that are unique to the setting and the school community. The main caveat would be that there is 
provision across the week for the children of key workers.  
 
New stringent protective protocols have been set in motion to ensure we meet the safety requirements as 
described in the Government guidance.  
 
The government issued guidance to schools asking for Reception, Y1 and Y6 pupils to return first with a 
potential start date of 1st June 2020. Within the guidance there is an acknowledgement that social 
distancing within primary schools is not practicable. Where possible and practical we will try to maintain 
this. 
 
Our actions throughout this time continues to ensure that we keep children and staff safe as our utmost 
priority. These controls include:  

• Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend childcare settings, 
schools or colleges; 

• Cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water 
and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the 
hands are covered;  

• Ensuring good respiratory hygiene - promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach;  
• Cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products, such as detergents and 

bleach;  
• Minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 

classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break times); 
• Challenging behaviours or information which puts any member of the school community at risk, or is 

not supportive of Government advice. 
 
As we prepare for the possibility of more children returning and to ensure we continue to operate safely and 
minimize the spread of the virus all government, Public Health and Local authority guidance has been 
considered and a comprehensive risk assessment has been carried out to ensure that we have put into 
place all the necessary changes to our school to make us Covid secure. This risk assessment has been 
approved by the Governing Body and is relevant for our school. I understand that other schools may take a 
different approach. As government and LA guidance changes, this will be reviewed.  
 

The Provision: 
Key worker / Vulnerable pupils 
School will continue to offer provision across the week for those families identified as being key worker or 
vulnerable (pupils with an EHCP and those with a social worker or currently having a Family Assessment 
by Children’s Social Care). This will be for the full five-day week Monday to Friday. To accommodate all 
those who have indicated they will be attending, we have had to create 4 bubbles. 
 
Other eligible year groups. 
Due to the number of key worker children we have to provide provision for, we are unable to bring back all 
three-year groups as suggested by the government as we do not have the staffing capacity or the physical 
space to meet all safety requirements as described by government guidelines. In line with the risk 
assessment and government guidance we are only able to re-open Marshside to children in Y6 for 4 days 
– Tuesday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm from Tuesday 23rd June 2020 – for those children whose 
families indicated their intent to Miss Gordon on Monday 1st June and have received a letter and 
telephone confirmation from Mrs Hall or Mrs McKenna. 
 
We are not able to accommodate Reception or Y1 in terms of classrooms and staff at this time but will 
review this as guidance, space and staffing allow. 
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Groupings – BUBBLES. 
Children are put into groups, which we are calling BUBBLES – which have an allocated colour. They will 
remain in this bubble until the plan is reviewed. On setting up the key worker bubbles our top priority is 
friendship groups, as we want the pupils to feel safe in school despite the obvious restrictions. However, we 
cannot guarantee we can accommodate this fully. 
 
In organising these bubbles we have to ensure: 

• Siblings are kept together – unless they are allocated to a specific year group bubble and have no 
brothers or sisters accessing school. E.g. Y6; 

• There are no more than 15 children in each bubble; 
• Each bubble will have their own designated staff who will cover break and lunchtimes; 
• They will have designated points of entry and exit to school; 
• Hands must be sanitized before entering school and when leaving school; 
• Start and finish times will be staggered; 
• They will sit at their own desk and have a tray with their own equipment to use; 
• Where possible they will not share equipment; 
• Break and lunchtimes will be staggered; 
• They will not be allowed to mix with children from other bubbles; 
• Doors and windows will be kept open;  
• Only coats and lunches boxes can be brought to school. No water bottles or school bags will be 

needed; 
• Children may not be taught by their current teacher. 

 
Preparing for opening. 
It is important to point out that due to the stringent measures we have to follow, the classrooms do not look 
like the rooms the children are used to. Spare furniture has been removed, along with soft furnishings from 
classrooms. Desks are set up to adhere to the 2m social distancing protocols. Resources that are hard to 
clean have been removed from class and provision will be scaled down. I have posted, on the website, 
photographs of some of the classrooms to show how they look following the guidance we have received. 
This is under: Current closure: School adjustments to make Covid secure. 
Children in the key worker bubbles will not necessarily be in their “own” classroom. 
 
Due to government guidance about minimising transmission, we will not be opening Breakfast and After 
School Club. 
 
Cleanliness 
An intense daily cleaning regime has been be implemented since 23.03.2020, but with an increase in the 
numbers of pupils, this will need to be stepped up further. All frequently touched surfaces in school are 
cleaned after every session, and thoroughly at the end of the school day. The toilets are cleaned regularly 
throughout the day including door and flush handles and soap dispensers. 
Pupils and staff are to sanitize their hands before entering school and when they leave at the end of the 
day. A high standard of handwashing will be maintained throughout the day with on going reminders from 
staff. 
 
Curriculum and Home Learning. 
Each day there will be English, Maths and topic activities for the pupils in school. For those remaining at 
home a weekly newsletter will be circulated with hyperlinks to the online learning activities. Learning packs 
will be provided for those families who are unable to access online learning. These will be prepared by 
teachers and will be available for families to collect from school on a set day. The lessons in school will 
follow the Home Learning model that is sent home.  
All children will be allocated a pencil, pen, ruler, pencil sharpener, glue stick, whiteboard and whiteboard 
pen. These will be kept in a named tray.  
 
Toileting. 
Steps will be taken to ease congestion at toilets during the day. 
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Drop off and pick up. 
Whilst we recognise that staggered times may be difficult for parents, the government guidance is clear that 
we must promote social distancing. We expect everyone that enters the site to follow the social distancing 
guidelines. 
 

Bubble Colour Group of children Staff Entry / exit to 
school Drop off time Pick up time 

Orange 

Key worker 

Miss Hornby 
Miss Mawdsley 

Mrs Murphy 

Y5 / Y6 door 
Y5 classroom 

8:45 – 8:55am 3:20pm 

Yellow 
Mrs Court 
Mrs Trail 

Mrs Ritchie 
Y3 classroom 

Green 
Mrs Yarwood 
Miss White 
Mrs Owen 

Y2 classroom 

Blue 
Miss Flynn 

Mrs Gerrard 
Mrs Berry 

Reception 
classroom 

Red 
From 

23.06.2020 

Y6 children with 
no siblings in 

school 

Miss Gordon 
Mrs Holloway 
Mrs Robinson 

Y5 / Y6 door 
Y6 classroom 9:00 – 9:15am 3:00pm 

 
 
At each entry point there will be a member of staff to meet and supervise the pupils. Pupils will clean their 
hands with sanitizer before entry, enter school and then wash their hands at their designated washing 
point. On leaving school the children will be expected to sanitize their hands too. 
 
Sickness. 

 
If any member of the school community is symptomatic they MUST NOT come to school, but inform us 
immediately by phone. We will expect them to engage fully with the NHS test and trace protocols. As a school 
we will be following this guidance. This includes immediately informing school and registering for the NHS Covid 
test. Then informing school immediately of the outcome. This ensures that we can take swift and appropriate 
actions to minimise the spread of the virus and keep children, staff and the wider community safe.  
 
If there is a confirmed case of Coronavirus, all pupils and adults in that bubble will be sent home for 14 
days to self-isolate. Should there be a further confirmed case, the school will seek support and guidance 
from Public Health England 0344 225 0562 (opt 2). A deep clean will take place.  
 
If any pupil or member of staff is unwell (non-covid-19 related) they must not come to school 
 
If any pupil or staff member becomes ill at school they must go home as soon as possible. Pupils will be 
isolated in the medical room, with a staff member to supervise. If 2m cannot be maintained PPE must be 
worn. Parents will be contacted and once the pupil is signed out they will collect from the Y5 / Y6 external 
door to minimise travel through school. 
 
Any pupil reporting they do not feel well will have their temperature taken using a hand-held infra-red 
thermometer. If their temperature is elevated (37.6oC or above) we will contact parents and request they 
are collected from school as soon as possible. 
 
PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) 
The government guidance is clear that PPE should only be worn in specific circumstances in school. It will 
not be worn by pupils. Staff will only wear it if they are administering first aid or intimate care. PPE will also 
be worn by any staff member supervising a pupil who has symptoms of coronavirus whilst waiting to be 
collected. 
Each bubble has their own box of PPE. 
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School uniform. 
Best practice after a day in school would be for pupils to put the clothes they have been wearing into the 
wash and have a shower. We recognise that washing uniform each day would be challenging for parents.   
Children must not bring school bags or water bottles to school. Water will be available for the children 
throughout the day.  
 
Lunchtimes and Playtimes. 
These will be staggered so smaller numbers of pupils are on the playground. The pupils will play with other 
in their bubble only, and will be in zones outside supervised by the adults attached to their bubble. 
 
Lunch will be in classrooms and meals provided by school will be packed lunches. These will be distributed 
by the kitchen staff. 
 
Informing school if parents want their child to attend. 
It may be that some parents may opt to send their children into school in the coming weeks when they feel 
happier with the information shared by the government and the scientific officers. For those parents we will 
ask them to contact school by phone no later than Tuesday of the week before they want their child to 
return. This is to support us to plan the return in a safe and appropriate manner. This is for all pupils 
including those in the Key workers and vulnerable children bubbles. However, we cannot guarantee that we 
will be able to accommodate them.  
 
We ask that if any parents of children accessing the provision offered by school, decide they no longer want 
them to access school to inform us as soon as possible so that we can accommodate any additional 
changes. 
 
Restrictions for staff 
The school office will only be accessed by 2 members of staff. The office window will remain closed at all 
times and there will be a posting box in the foyer. 
Telephones will be wiped down prior to and after using, along with touch surfaces and chair handles. 
 
Only 4 members of staff will be allowed in the staffroom and any one time, so the Jubilee Room has been 
set up. Any touched areas must be wiped down prior to and after use. 
 
Visitors to school. 
Only essential visitors to school will be allowed on site. They will be expected to contact school before 
visiting to confirm the date and time of their visit. On arrival they will be expected to sign in and confirm that 
neither they or any member of their family have symptoms of coronavirus. 
 
Parents will only be able to come onto site to drop off or pick their children. Any concerns that need to be 
discussed with a member of staff need to be done by telephone or via the school’s admin email 
admin@marshside.sefton.school 
Parents will not be allowed into the school building without prior arrangement. 
 
School Policies and Communication 
Key school policies such as Positive Behaviour and Safeguarding and Child Protection will be reviewed and 
amended (if required) as an interim measure whilst there are current restrictions in place. These will be 
communicated through Parentmail and placed on the school’s website. 
 

Plans will be kept under constant review and are still subject to immediate change if further DFE, 
Local Authority or other guidance is issued. Plans may also change if our staffing situation 

changes or due to other matters beyond our control. You will be notified of any change as early as 
possible. 

Review. 
This plan will be under constant review by the senior leadership team and the Governors, considering any 
changes in government, Public health and Local Authority guidance.  
KLH  V7 15.06.2020 


