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11th June 2020 
 

FOR PARENTS AND CARERS FOR INFORMATION 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope this email finds you and your families well. Can I thank those of you who are sending in photos of the 
activities your children are doing at home. All staff enjoy reading your emails to find out what your children are 
doing. I also hope that you are finding the new Home Learning Newsletter helpful and supportive. 
 
At the start of the week I wrote to you to update you on the current situation and shared with you Sefton’s 
recommendation that schools should delay the wider opening of school until the 22nd June.  
 
All government, Public Health and Local authority guidance has been considered, along with the information you 
supplied through the online survey and in conversation with Miss Flynn, Miss Gordon or Miss Mawdsley. A 
comprehensive risk assessment has been carried out to ensure that we have put into place all the necessary 
changes to our school to make us Covid secure. This risk assessment has been approved by the Governing 
Body and is relevant for our school. I understand that other schools may take a different approach.  
 
From Tuesday 23rd June, we plan to begin a phased return. In preparation for the phased reopening of the 
school, the following principles have been consistently applied:  

• That we are planning for the maximum safety for staff, children and parents/carers at all times; 
• That we will be implementing all government directives about protective measures to be put in place, 

including staff/children working within protective bubbles; 
• That this must be a gradual and phased re-opening to more children and staff to ensure maximum safety 

and implementation of protective measures; 
• A commitment to the on-going support and learning of our children who will continue with home learning.  

 
Plans will be kept under constant review and are still subject to immediate change if further DFE, Local 
Authority or other guidance is issued. Plans may also change if our staffing situation changes or due to 

other matters beyond our control. You will be notified of any change as early as possible. 
 
Protective safety measures. 
In line with the DfE guidance we are implementing the recommended safety measures in school. DfE Guidance 
for parents 
 
The planning of this has been an extremely complex task which has involved very detailed consideration of a 
range of areas including: our pupils, our employees, physical/social distancing measures, infection control, 
cleaning and hygiene measures, statutory compliance and maintenance issues.  
 
In line with this detailed risk assessment we have had to prioritise the year groups we can safely accommodate. 
The children of key workers are able to continue with their current provision from Monday to Friday, although 
they are now in separate classrooms. Due to the number of key worker children we have to provide provision for, 
we are unable to bring back all three-year groups as suggested by the government as we do not have the 
staffing or space capacity to meet all safety requirements as described in government guidelines. We have had 
to make lots of difficult decisions, which we know do not always please or have been exactly right for everyone 
concerned. 
 
So on Tuesday 23rd June we will be inviting pupils for Y6 only whose parents have indicated their intention that 
they wanted their child to take up a place. A confirmation letter is being sent to those families and next Thursday 
Mrs Hall or Mrs McKenna will make telephone contact to confirm the place. They will be offered provision 
Tuesday to Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm.  
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I understand that families of reception and Y1 children who indicated their intent to return will feel disappointed. I 
want to reiterate that the staff, governors and I would like nothing more than to have all of our children back in 
school but given the current situation, the risk is too high and the safety of our children, staff and families is, and 
has always been, our main priority.  
 
We recognise this is frustrating for everyone, but due to the everchanging situation with daily information 
updates from all public bodies, we cannot guarantee this or a wider re-opening of school or give you firm dates 
for this. Please be reassured that we are working and managing any updates as soon as we receive them. We 
will continue to review our provision on a weekly basis. 

 
We will only allow school to re-open for more children when it is safe for us to do so.  

 
I have attached the school’s Re-opening Plan, which details all the measure we have put in place. This will also 
be uploaded onto the school’s website. Re-opening Plan	

 
I have posted, on the website, photographs of some of the classrooms to show how they look following the 
guidance we have received. This is under: Current closure: School adjustments to make Covid secure. 
We hope the above measures that we are implementing reassure you that, as always, we have the children’s, 
staff and families safety as a priority. However, we cannot guarantee that we can protect our staff or children 
from COVID-19.  
 
In this challenging time, we recommend that everyone continue to follow the government advice of staying alert 
by:  

• Staying at home as much as possible; 
• Working from home if you can; 
• Limit contact with other people; 
• Keep a 2m distance from other people; 
• Wash your hands regularly.  

The enormity of the impact of this virus cannot be under-estimated along with the pressure this has placed on us 
all. Please be re-assured that we will continue to work tirelessly, in what is a fast-evolving situation, for the safety 
of your children, staff and the wider community. By working together, we can make the school as Covid secure 
as possible.   
 
We would like to express our gratitude for your understanding and patience, as this process has taken a great 
deal of time and careful consideration. We appreciate everyone’s circumstances are different.  
 
Take care and continue to stay safe until our Marshside family is able to be back together again. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact school either by phone or email. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Mrs K. Hall 
Headteacher 
 
 


