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GOVERNORS UPDATE – June 2020 

 
Dear All, 
Firstly I really hope you, and all those that matter to you most have been and continue to be in good health. 
 
We have all been through a truly surreal time that has of course been highly uncertain and concerning at 
times whether you are a parent / career, child or member of school staff. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to say some hugely well-deserved thanks.  
 
Firstly, I want to focus on Kath as our Headteacher. The last 4 months have been an extremely difficult time 
to lead a school, and has been incredibly challenging. I know there has barely been a day when Kath hasn’t 
been working to support children, staff, and to put in place safe and appropriate ways to partly open the 
school while also supporting all of us trying to do our best at ‘homeschooling’. This is of course a hugely 
significant time for Kath and having to deal with this at this time is something she and none of us could 
have expected. I have personally, along with all of the other Governor’s, been hugely impressed with how 
Kath has dealt with this. 
 
The school though is not just Kath. The whole team are just as critical. I have seen some press reports 
talking about school staff ‘having a break’. So I want to make it very clear that the staff at our school have 
been working throughout this time, or doing what they need to do shield themselves or others in their 
family. I’m extremely grateful for everything all the team at school have done to help all children in our 
school, and each other. 
 
At times such as these, the job of a school governing body is even more important to both support the 
school, and to appropriately challenge the school’s leaders to help us all do the best for our school.  
 
We have adapted by meeting online every 2 weeks, and rather than sticking to our normal structure we 
have been focusing solely on a small number of key priorities: 
 
1. Managing the health, safety and wellbeing of staff and children; 
2. Supporting home learning; 
3. The changes needed to allow partial opening of the school and future safe operation; 
4. Recruitment and budgets. 
 
During this time, we have been increasingly working with Natasha as our new Headteacher, including her 
joining our meetings and taking an active part in these. We are heartened to see how closely Natasha is 
now working with Kath and others in the school, and from everything we are seeing and hearing we are 
ever more confident that Natasha is exactly the right person to lead our school in the next phase of its 
history. 
 
Best wishes to you and your families. 
Regards 
 

 
 
Andy Brown: Chair of Governors (browna@marshside.sefton.school) 


