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3rd July 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are writing to you to keep you up to date about the phased return to school for pupils. Over the last 14 
weeks we have followed the Government Guidance for Primary Schools, successfully running our Key 
Worker Provision and reintegrated our Y6 children into school.  
 
We have of course at all stages of this phased return continued to follow Local Authority and National 
guidance with the aim of making sure that we keep the health, safety and welfare of everyone as the 
paramount consideration in everything we do. We would, of course, love to offer our all children the same 
opportunity. However due to our Key Worker numbers, class size restrictions and Staffing availability we 
are unable to offer any further part time provision.  
 
We have continued to produce the weekly Home Learning Newsletters. The feedback we are receiving 
through the two weekly contact calls has enabled us to support families even more. Thank you for 
continuing to communicate with your class teachers through our class emails as well. The teachers have 
really loved this opportunity to support their children with their home learning as well as finding out about 
the fabulous things they have been up to. Please continue to use class emails to keep it touch –first and 
foremost we want to know you are safe and well.  
 
As you will be aware, the government are currently announcing plans for the return to school in September. 
Initial guidance for schools was published yesterday and we anticipate this is likely to continue to be 
revised over the coming weeks and throughout the summer break. The Governors, Mrs Sandland and 
myself will continue to meet during the summer break in order to discuss and agree any changes following 
revised guidance. 
 
Whilst there has not been sufficient time to process the details, Mrs Sandland, Mrs McKenna, Mrs Yarwood 
and Miss Brindle have already been considering all possible options. We are expecting to be opening to all 
pupils, with additional measures in place to reduce the risk of the spread of COVID-19. This includes 
considering the provision of Out of Hours Club; swimming; Spanish and extra-curricular clubs that are 
provided by external providers.  
 
They are currently working on draft plans. It is a very tricky time for everyone and it is hard to plan when 
there are so many unknowns. However, please be aware that any travel plans including quarantine periods 
need to fall within the school holiday period so that children can return on time for the start of the school 
year. The new guidance makes it clear that school attendance will return to being mandatory from the 
autumn term and the usual rules on school attendance will therefore apply. Holidays, or quarantine periods 
arising from travel will not be authorised absence, and it is more important than ever that the children have 
a prompt and settled start to their first proper schooling in many months.  
 
We are unaware of the government giving any flexibility in the statutory requirement to attend school every 
day and as usual, extended or rescheduled holidays, including quarantine, cannot be authorised. The only 
exception to this may be if there were to be a change in regulations to reintroduce stricter regulations whilst 
a family were away (for example the introduction of a ‘lockdown’ in the country travelled to, or new travel 
restrictions imposed during your stay).  
 
I know you will be as keen as we are to start the new year well and will be keeping up to date with all the 
government travel advice as new announcements are made. Everyone is so looking forward to seeing you 
all again.  
 
 
 
 



	
																											Elswick Road, Southport. PR9 9XA 

	

Headteacher: Mrs. Katharine L. Hall 
 

Tel: 01704 211177 
Fax: 01704 232699 
Email: admin@marshside.sefton.school 
Web: http://www.marshsideprimary.org.uk 

 
I have attached the government guidance for parents and this has also been uploaded to the school 
website. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to reassure you all that we will continue to monitor the national and local 
situations very closely and keep you informed should there be any new or changes to information.  
 
As we move towards more lifting of the lockdown, it is important to remain vigilant and follow the 
government guidance on keeping ourselves and others safe.  
 
Everyone in school passes on their best wishes and hopes to see you soon. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

       
Mrs K. Hall        Mrs N. Sandland 
Headteacher        Headteacher from 1st September 2020 
 
 


