
Governor Profiles  

Andrew Brown – Chair of Governors Parent Governor 
 
“I am in my fourth year as Chair of the school Governing Body. Before 
this I was a Parent Governor. I work for the Environment Agency leading 
a team managing flood risk in Lancashire & north Merseyside. When not 
with my family when my knees allow (!) I’ll either be running; on a bike; 
or walking up a hill!  Knowing we were going to have all 3 of our boys at 

the school for many years, I wanted to do something to help and strengthen my link with the 
school, so I became a governor. I also felt my professional experience may be of help to the 
school. My ambition for the school perfectly matches our school vision - is for the school to 
be the best it can be with a secure long term future. I want us to have a strong future due to 
our children having the best experience; the best staff who are proud to be at Marshside & 
that we connect to our local environment & community.” 
 

Derek Aitken – Vice Chair Co-opted  

I have served on the Governing Board since November 2015 and am currently the Vice-

Chair. I am a semi-retired freelance education consultant, having enjoyed a 

fulfilling working life, firstly as a teacher of foreign languages and then, as an 

Ofsted Lead Inspector. I want to use the knowledge and expertise that I 

gained in education to help a forward-looking school achieve its aims. My 

ambition for Marshside Primary is simply for it to be the best it can be for the 

benefit of all members of the school community. I have lived in Southport for 

over 40 years. I have wide-ranging leisure interests. I am a keen football 

supporter (Liverpool FC – sorry Evertonians!) I am also an active tennis, 

table-tennis and badminton player in local clubs. I enjoy walking in the Lakes and Peak 

District, going to the cinema and theatre and travelling in Europe. 

. 
 

Wendy Cheetham – Co-opted  

I am very happy to be a Governor at Marshside Primary School. I was 

appointed as a Co-opted Governor in September 2017. My career 

background is in education. I have been a teacher since 1980, working in a 

variety of Sefton schools. I worked at Marshside Primary School as the 

Reception teacher for 13 years, including 6 years as the Deputy 

Headteacher. I left to become a Headteacher in another Southport school 

and I hope that my experience will be useful in this new role as a 

governor. I am a firm believer in the rights of children and young people to 

a good education, to feel safe and secure in their school environment, to be listened to and 

respected and to be part of a thriving, caring community. Life chances are enhanced by a 

positive experience at primary school.  

 

 

 

 



Joanne Swift – Co-Opted 
 

Originally from Liverpool I moved to the Marshside area in 2016 but I have 
worked in Birkdale for over 15 years as a Senior Project Manager in the Civil 
Service.   
I joined the Governing Board for Marshside Primary at the height of the Covid 
Pandemic in 2020. I have 3 year old twins who will be joining the school in 
September 2022 and as I was new to the area, I wanted to be an active 
member of the community and become involved with the school. I feel that 

my project manager experience of communication, planning, risk management, staff 
wellbeing and stakeholder engagement would be helpful to support Marshside Primary 
School achieve its vision for the future.  
In my spare time, I love to read and I’m a member of a couple of online book clubs. I also 
enjoy going to beer festivals with my husband and experiencing new cuisines. I am also a 
volunteer at the Southport Flower Show and have recently acquired an allotment to start 
growing my own fruit and veg.  
 

 

 

Leo Evans – Co Opted  

I am the Young Alumni Engagement Officer at the University of Liverpool, 

working with recent graduates to keep them engaged with the University in 

the time after their graduation. Previous to this, I worked for the former MP 

for Southport, John Pugh, both in the House of Commons and in his 

constituency office before his retirement in 2017. I still work closely in the 

community, volunteering my time with ‘Rubbish Friends’ as well as working 

with residents across the local area on their issues. Alongside my keen 

interest in politics, I am an avid sports fan, following Liverpool Football Club, cricket, golf and 

Formula 1, though I can’t really play anything very well.  I was first interested in becoming a 

governor to try and play a role in the education system in our area. As someone who works 

in Higher Education, I see daily the importance of our education system from a young age. I 

wanted to be able to give something back to our community and to try and help develop our 

education moving forwards. I am keen to see Marshside continue to grow and provide 

excellent education to children as well as working closely with parents and the local 

community in Marshside. 

 

 

 

Ian Moth – Parent Governor 

I joined the school Governing Body as a co-opted parent governor in 

November 2020. I am the Head of IT Desktop Support & Audio Visual 

Technology for a Greater Manchester University. My duties also include IT 

procurement and the implementation of innovative ways to enhance the 

teaching spaces across the University with technology to give a better 

learning experience. That sometimes includes thinking out of the box to 

provide a solution. 



My eldest child is currently at the school and we hope my youngest will be joining the 
Marshside Primary School family next September. 

My leisure activities include cycling, hill walking, landscape photography, motor sport and 
amateur radio. In terms of a football team, I support FC United which might give you a hint of 
where I am originally from. 

The school has a fabulous learning environment, along with a great ethos to prepare our 
children for the next stage of their development. My aim is to support the school with my 
skills and professional experience (plus a few new ones in governance) to become a better, 
more inclusive environment for the staff and pupils to achieve their goals. Supporting the 
headteacher and the school’s senior leadership team in any way I can will hopefully lead to 
all our children having the best education possible within the resources available and result 
in formal recognition of the hard work done by all connected with the 

Stephanie Gordon – Staff  

I have been lucky enough to be part of Marshside Primary school for 3 
years now where I teach Year 6. I have been a teacher for almost 8 
years and I used to live in London where I taught Year 4 for two years 
and then Year 5 for two years in a lovely school in Balham. I love 
watching rugby, seeing my friends and family and travelling the world.  
I joined the governing body as the staff representative in February 2019 
after a colleague approached me and suggested what a valuable 
experience it would be...they were not wrong! The role of a teacher is 

multifaceted. At Marshside, we want to provide an outstanding education to the children 
within our care and impart the necessary tools to be Honest, Empathetic, Aspirational, 
Resilient people who can Thrive in any situation. Being a governor is similar except your 
focus goes beyond the classroom. Things like the wider community; the school environment 
and the well-being of all stakeholders are just some things that the governing body have to 
consider. This is why I enjoy being a governor so much: we see it from all angles and are 
always learning...what better example to set for the pupils at our school!  
I also love working alongside the many different professionals that make up the governing 
body. All with varying career backgrounds, they dedicate their time and passion in to 
ensuring the children within Marshside Primary school have the best possible educational 
experience. And we succeed this as a team.  
 

 

  

Linda Heap – LA appointed  

 

 

 



Ellie Moore – Parent Governor  

 

Ruth Phethean – Parent Governor 

 

Natasha Sandland – Staff – Headteacher  

 


